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IV. 



THE DEATH-STRUGGLE OF THE REPUBLICAN 

PARTY. 



The origin and growth of parties in countries possessing 
popular governments and controlled by public opinion follow 
the laws of development attending tropical forests. A seed, too 
small to excite attention, but containing within itself a healthy, 
vigorous germ, filled with all the vast possibilities inherent in its 
vitalism, falls unheard on the soil. At once a struggle for ex- 
istence ensues. Every inch of surrounding earth is already occu- 
pied by rival plants, each 'fiercely striving to appropriate nutritive 
elements. By long-continued, stubborn effort, seeking healthy 
food and rejecting all else, our plant fixes its roots to push up- 
ward to the sun and secure the objects of its being — the comple- 
tion of a wholesome, God-given existence. No sooner have its 
branches reached the upper air, overtopping rivals, and attaining 
a recognized place in creation, than the world of parasites, pre- 
viously inattentive, fastens upon it. Healthy, vigorous growth is 
arrested. The sap, elaborated by roots deeply plunged into the 
bosom of earth, is diverted from its natural purpose, and made 
to cherish the existence of devouring excrescences. So with the 
Republican party. Chilled by want of sympathy, denounced as 
violators of the Constitution, derided as visionary enthusiasts, 
persecuted as disturbers of the public peace,' the founders of this 
party were faithful to their mission — the defense of human lib- 
erty. Amid contempt, misrepresentation, threatenings, like the 
Earl of Oxford, they kept alive the bird in their bosom, and were 
steadfast to the end. Unkind was the soil in which they depos- 
ited their little seed. Long and cruel were the years before 
germination really began. But in time the tender rootlets 
reached the rich, warm sympathies of human hearts, and the 
plant grew apace. Verdant leaf and spreading branch followed, 
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and beneath the protecting shade gathered the hopes of the 
world's oppressed. The faithful hearts of the first planters re- 
joiced in the work, and their strong hands could pluck some 
fragrant flowers that gave promise of early fruit — the only re- 
ward they sought. But that which had long been seen only by 
the eye of faith became at length visible to the eye of flesh, and 
birds of prey winged their way to the stately tree, befouling its 
purity, and creeping parasites of every kind fastened upon 
trunk and limb, exhausting their substance, and converting the 
fair fruit of sincerity into apples of Sodom. The faithful 
planters, who had watched and waited, as the shepherds in the 
East the guiding-star, have been driven from the garden, and, to 
secure their exclusion, self-seeking demons, with sword of cor- 
ruption, keep watch at the gates. Like the Communists of Paris, 
they forbid the entrance to the temple of liberty to the builders 
of the edifice and the sincere worshipers at its altar, and stand 
ready to destroy it unless permitted to control. Let us glance at 
the history of the Republican party, and indicate some of the 
methods by which the deforming hand of ambition has been able 
to gain the command of its fortunes, and is now lashing it to 
death. 

If we would rightly estimate the character and career of the 
party, we must analyze the peculiar elements which entered into 
its formation. The old Free-Soil party, naturally evolved from 
preceding antislavery agitations, and favoring political condi- 
tions, was organized in 1848. It demanded cheap postage for 
the people, the freedom of the public lands to actual settlers, the 
legislative prohibition of slavery in the national Territories, the 
divorce of the Federal Government from the institution as the 
creature and exclusive concern of the States in which it existed, 
and the welcome of emigrants and exiles from the Old World to 
homes of comfort and fields of enterprise in the New. This was 
the substance of the creed which it announced, the chief articles 
of which afterward became the platform of the Republicans ; 
but it was well understood to entertain some pretty decided 
opinions upon other questions. By far the larger proportion of 
its members sympathized with the policy of free trade. They 
believed in local self-government, as their doctrine of political 
non-intervention with slavery in the States bore strong witness. 
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They so feared the dangers of centralization that they frequent- 
ly embodied the resolutions of 1798 in their platforms. They 
were opposed to every form of monopoly and privilege. In the 
best sense of the word they were democrats, and they had the 
courage of their opinions. Their leaders were Chase, Sumner, 
Hale, Adams, Giddings, and their well-known political associ- 
ates ; and although, in their first national struggle, they were 
formidably reenforced by transient recruits from the Democratic 
party of New York, who were devoted to the fortunes of Mr. 
Van Buren, and took this occasion to revenge themselves upon 
General Cass, yet we believe no purer party ever existed than 
that which was composed of the permanent adherents of the or- 
ganization, and heroically braved the frowns of public opinion, 
and the proscription and hate of the Whig and Democratic par- 
ties in 1852. It was right, as the world is now quite ready to 
confess ; and to the moral vision, unfaltering courage, and un- 
quenchable zeal of its members, who subsequently took their 
place in the van of the Republican movement, the country is 
chiefly indebted for its salvation. "When our civil conflict came 
they scouted the idea of " a war on peace principles," and plead- 
ed for the vigorous employment of all the powers of war as the 
only sure means of subduing revolutionary violence. They de- 
nounced the border-State policy, which so fearfully threatened 
the cause of the Union with irretrievable defeat and disaster. 
They demanded the arming of negroes as soldiers, and in the 
beginning of the struggle insisted upon the necessity of striking 
at slavery as the cause of the war and the obstacle to peace ; and 
the Government, at last, was obliged to espouse their policy. 
They led the way in the enfranchisement of the colored race, 
and, if their ideas respecting the work of reconstruction had been 
more completely carried out, we believe the country to-day would 
be in a better condition than we find it. They often disagreed 
with the party of which they were the centre and soul ; but this 
was because they espoused its vital doctrines and policy before it 
was ready to accept them. 

The old Whig party believed in the gospel of expediency and 
compromise. Its principles (if we may so apply the term) were 
radically vicious. It sustained a national bank. Through its 
leaders, it branded our pioneer settlers as " squatters," and sought 
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to derive a revenue from the public domain through the sale of 
it to speculators and monopolists, instead of making it a source 
of productive wealth by parceling it out in small homesteads 
among the landless poor. It espoused the system of spoliation 
and robbery which has so long been called a protective tariff. It 
favored a great system of internal improvements by the General 
Government, and a latitudinarian construction of the Constitu- 
tion. It leaned constantly toward Federal usurpation, and al- 
ways responded sympathetically to the demands of capital. It 
turned an averted face upon our emigrants from the Old World, 
and it was, in principle, the old Federal party under another 
name. It perished, at last, in the vain effort to outdo its rival in 
the work of abasing itself at the. feet of the slave oligarchy ; and 
its members, after a weary and anxious sojourn in the political 
wilderness, finally found their way through the lodges of Know- 
Nothingism into the Kepublican party in 1856. They were regu- 
larly harnessed to the car of antislavery progress, and, in so novel 
■and trying a service, it was not strange that they worked with ex- 
ceeding and often painful reluctance. It was not strange that 
they often recoiled from the distasteful leadership of the men 
they had so lately denounced as fanatics and incendiaries. It was 
not strange that many of them strove earnestly to ingraft their 
effete ideas upon the new movement. It was not strange that 
they were able, in no small degree, to debauch it, and, when the 
war came, to cripple and prolong the contest, and thus seriously 
to magnify its cost in money and life. "When we remember 
that they constituted an overwhelming numerical majority of 
the new party, the wonder rather is that they did not more fatally 
balk its grand mission, and that its positive antislavery element 
was so successful in the prosecution of its righteous purpose. 

The third factor in the political formation which was to be- 
come so famous was composed of deserters from the Democratic 
party. Like the old Whigs, we believe, they generally made 
their exodus from their former political masters under cover of 
Know-Nothingism, which served them as a sort of " underground 
railroad ; " but very large accessions were added in the Democratic 
hegira at the outbreak of the rebellion. These recruits were a 
somewhat miscellaneous assortment, but the rank and file of them 
were probably a healthier political element than that which we 
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have just described. They exerted a wholesome and invigorat- 
ing influence in the new dispensation. Their leaders, however, 
were by no means altogether saintly in their character. The 
names of snch men as Oliver P. Morton and Simon Cameron are 
remarkably suggestive. "While the Democratic party furnished 
the new movement with a number of very able and pure men, 
who afterward distinguished themselves both in civil and mili- 
tary positions, it also supplied a very unsavory installment of 
meretricious politicians and unclean statesmen, who strengthened 
their party by leaving it, and had a large share in thwarting and 
dishonoring the cause they professed to have espoused. Such 
were the political forces which finally mustered under a common 
banner in 1856, as the result of efforts inspired by the repeal of 
the Missouri restriction in 1854, the disruption of the Whig 
party, and the signal rout of the organized crusade against for- 
eigners and the Pope. 

This brief account of the parentage of the Republican party 
bears directly upon our subject, and necessarily enters into its dis- 
cussion. In the light of the facts we have presented, the move- 
ment, when launched, was not a party at all. It was merely a po- 
litical combination. Its action was not inspired by a creed, but 
an object. Aside from this object the members of the combina- 
tion were hopelessly divided. They were tariff men and free- 
traders, conservative Whigs and radical Democrats, Know- 
Nothings and anti-Know-Nothings, strict constructionists and 
Federalists. On one point only were they agreed, and that was 
that the virgin soil of our Territories should be unpolluted by 
slavery, and that this crime against humanity, and plague of our 
politics, should be denationalized. If any man had then uttered 
the prediction that this combination would insist upon holding 
the field, as a permanent party, after the settlement of the tran- 
sient question, which called it into existence, he would probably 
have been laughed at. It was simply absurd to suppose that a 
temporary association of men, for the accomplishment of a partic- 
ular end, could obliterate the radical differences of opinion which 
existed among them upon questions of current politics, which 
had gone into abeyance, but would certainly reappear at no dis- 
tant time. Political parties, in any just sense or strictness of defi- 
nition, are based upon certain ideas and policies affecting the 
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regular and orderly administration of the Government. They are 
normally divided into radical and conservative, though their lines 
of division are not always well defined, and the parties themselves 
sometimes change places entirely. A movement, summoned into 
existence by some commanding exigency, and involving the life of 
the Government, and not its methods of governing, is an epoch, 
and is to be judged by its own laws. The machinery it employs in 
accomplishing its purpose is not a political party, but a political 
makeshift. The union of forces in 1856 was simply a contriv- 
ance which its members laid hold of to aid them in the grand 
task to which they were called. It was created to deal with the 
single question of slavery, and would not have existed without it ; 
and the overmastering energy and zeal which inspired it natu- 
rally unfitted it for the solution of other problems after its work 
was done. It was then a spent political force, although it had 
received a momentum which threatened to outlast its mission; 
and it was morally certain, therefore, that the movement would 
degenerate into a faction, led by base men, and held together by 
artful appeals to the memories of common struggles, or else fall 
to pieces through reviving antagonisms in the absence of the old 
bond of union. In either event, the limitations of its life and 
usefulness were fixed. 

But after the freedom and enfranchisement of the negro had 
been established by constitutional amendments in which all par- 
ties acquiesced, the men who then assumed the leadership of the 
Republican party could not or would not accept the new situa- 
tion. Slavery was dead, and the bondman made a citizen, but 
they seemed incapable of realizing the fact. The war was ended, 
and its results accepted, but the old animosities of the conflict 
were to be nursed and coddled as the appointed means of party 
unity. The work which had brought it together had been ac- 
complished, but its discipline was not to be relaxed for a moment. 
On the contrary, the leaders were not only in favor of perpetu- 
ating the organization, but they treated it as an institution. It 
was an enduring establishment, corresponding to the old-fashioned 
idea of a church, outside of which no good thing can exist, and 
inside of which all good things must originate. It was a master 
to be served, if not a deity to be worshiped. Its continued exist- 
ence was indispensable, not only to the welfare but the life of the 
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republic, against which the " rebels " were still plotting ; and 
whoever denied this was to be counted an enemy of his country. 
The nation, it is true, had not perished with the Federal party. 
It had survived the Whig party. It was not damaged in the 
slightest degree, when the Free-Soil party, loving the country 
better than it loved itself, was translated into a larger movement, 
first committed to the essential articles of its faith. But the logic 
of these facts was unheeded by the latter-day chieftains of Re- 
publicanism. They were ready to condone the vices and profliga- 
cies which began to assume its name after the war, on the plea 
that the Democrats, who had been the champions of slavery and 
opposed the original adoption of the great amendments which the 
status of the negro made necessary, could not be trusted. This, 
however, was a two-edged sword. The Democratic party un- 
doubtedly accepted its new position because the unmanageable 
logic of facts compelled it. It resisted, with all its might, the 
course of events which culminated in the results it was powerless 
to escape. But if these results are not safe in their hands, how 
shall we trust the Republican party ? It favored the abolition of 
slavery upon compulsion. It labored, with might and main, to 
prevent the grand work of which it now so constantly boasts. 
Many thousands of lives and many millions of money were sacri- 
ficed in the mad effort to save the Union and slavery. At the 
beginning of the war, Mr. Lincoln was in favor of enforcing the 
fugitive-slave law, and abiding by the Dred Scott decision. He 
recommended a constitutional amendment which proposed to tie 
up the hands of the people forever against the right to interfere 
with slavery in the States of the South ; and this proposition to 
incorporate the Lecompton constitution into the Constitution of 
the United States was adopted by both Houses of Congress, 
and submitted by them to the Peace Congress which had been 
inaugurated under Bepublican auspices. In the early years of 
the war the party frowned upon the idea of arming, the negroes, 
or of making slavery a point of attack. It opposed the repeal 
of the fugitive-slave law, while our commanding generals were 
sending fugitives back to their masters. Senator Morton, then 
Governor of Indiana, who became the foremost leader of the party 
in the days of its corruption and decline, as late as the fall of 
1865, denounced the enfranchisement of the negro and the whole 
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policy of Republican reconstruction, as subsequently carried out ; 
and when, very soon afterward, he completely reversed his posi- 
tion, he referred the explanation to " the logic of events." Un- 
doubtedly that logic is a formidable schoolmaster; but if the 
Republican party, in obedience to its teaching, was able to cover 
itself with glory, and can be trusted as the champion of ideas and 
policies which it accepted against its will, why should we distrust 
the Democrats, who have had the same schooling, and have fol- 
lowed in the same path only a few years later % If the party 
which prides itself upon the abolition of slavery was gradually 
but thoroughly revolutionized by " events," so that except in 
name it became, in fact, a new party, with new purposes, and 
animated by a new spirit, why should the Democratic party be 
treated as if we were still living in the days of Pierce and Bu- 
chanan, when slavery sat like a crowned king on the Supreme 
Bench, while the army and navy were employed in the recapture 
of fugitive slaves, and the harboring of a runaway was made 
constructive treason ? 

It must be remembered, moreover, that the philosophy which 
regards a particular party as of divine appointment and " neces- 
sary to salvation," would place the administration of the Govern- 
ment in its hands forever. "While the corrupt and venal elements 
of society would certainly gravitate into it through its prolonged 
hold on power, the good men in its ranks, instead of joining the 
other side, or becoming the nucleus of a new party, would be 
obliged to keep their places, and quietly submit to the unhindered 
rule of roguery and plunder, lest the opposite party should gain 
power and ruin the country. Free government would become a 
farce, and end in a tragedy. It fortunately happens that so mon- 
strous a theory of politics receives no countenance whatever from 
the experience of the most enlightened countries of modern times. 
In England, especially, all the great measures of policy and reform 
which mark her political progress were espoused and established 
by one party, and afterward intrusted to the party which at first 
opposed them. They were not overthrown, but often matured 
and perfected by the change. It has been aptly said that the 
Conservative party, under Mr. Disraeli's leadership, was capable 
of making as rapid strides as the Liberals under Mr. Gladstone, 
and that when so acting of late years they have been more sue- 
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cessf ul, since they could utilize all the arduous preparatory labors 
of their opponents to help their eleventh-hour efforts. It would 
be easy to multiply facts and illustrations demonstrating the mis- 
chievous sophistry and nonsense of the policy which has regarded 
the restoration of the Democrats to power as a calamity so insuf- 
ferable as to demand the continued rule of the Republican party 
at all hazards, and as a providential necessity. 

The practical results of this party idolatry make up one of the 
most startling chapters in the history of political corruption and 
misrule. In dealing with this branch of our subject we shall 
begin with the first Administration of General Grant, though the 
mischiefs to which we shall refer began to appear soon after the 
close of the war. Grant and Oolfax were elected, in 1868, on a 
platform pledging the party to reform the corruptions of Andrew 
Johnson's Administration ; but the pledge was shamefully belied. 
While the old political issues were retreating into the past, the 
mercenary and trading element of the party gradually secured 
the ascendency, and completely appropriated the President. The 
spirit of reform was naturally evoked, and the rallying-cry of 
Sumner, Trumbull, and the men who subsequently became con- 
spicuous as leaders of the Liberal-Republican movement, was " Re- 
form within the party." They did not dream of separating 
themselves from the organization in the founding of which they 
had had so large a share, and under whose banner they had fought 
during the nation's great peril. Their attachment to it was not 
a matter of conviction merely, but a passion. They had no de- 
sire to pluck a single laurel from the brow of the party in the 
days of its glory, when its great hosts were led by its founders. 
They had been with it, and of it, in all its grand achievements ; 
and no men could have been prouder than they of its glorious 
record. All that they asked was the expulsion of political corrup- 
tion, and the restoration of the party to the purity which had 
signalized its early life. They demanded the reform of abuses 
in the New York and New Orleans Custom-Houses ; in the "War 
and Navy Departments ; in the management of the civil service 
generally. To this end they proposed that a thorough and impar- 
tial investigation should be made ; but the men who had become 
the recognized leaders of the party stoutly denied that any reform 
was needed. Morton, Conkling, and the men since so well known 
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to the country as the " senatorial group," declared that the prop- 
osition to investigate implied party guilt, and could only give 
aid to the Democrats. They branded as enemies of the Eepub- 
lican party the distinguished members of it who simply proposed 
to purify and save it. "When the popular pressure and the fear 
of party detriment threatened by this opposition at last drove 
them from their indecent position, the committees appointed 
were packed in the interest of the Administration, and in con- 
tempt of parliamentary usage, while the reports finally submitted, 
as a matter of course, were shamefully spoiled by whitewash. 
The men who had hoisted the flag of reform were thus obliged 
to do one of two things : they must cower like slaves under 
the party lash, in the hands of men who treated their honest de- 
mands with contempt, and who undoubtedly represented the 
spirit and policy of the Administration, or they must take coun- 
sel of their own manhood and self-respect, and openly rebel 
against a party despotism which threatened to become a national 
curse. 

Let us look at the situation more particularly. The mischiefs 
of war had crept into the civil administration after the war was 
ended. The Government had been compelled to deal with a 
strong hand, and a thorough schooling of the President and his 
party in the use of power had familiarized them with military 
ideas and habits, and drawn them toward loose and indefensible 
opinions respecting the powers of the General and State govern- 
ments and the prerogatives of the Executive. The Constitution 
expressly declares that the "powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people ; " but 
the theory upon which the President conducted his Administra- 
tion was, that all powers not conferred on the States by the Con- 
stitution are reserved to the United States, thus completely over- 
turning the doctrines of the fathers, and setting at defiance the 
very words of the Constitution itself. The President not only 
trampled down the right of local self-government in repeated 
instances, but he set up his own will as law, even against the 
authority of Congress. In the San Domingo affair he deliber- 
ately usurped the war-making power which is vested in Congress 
by the Constitution. On the pretense of helping the farmers in 
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"moving their crops," lie assumed powers which no despot on 
earth would dare exercise, in issuing millions of currency without 
warrant of law, and on his own individual caprice. He ap- 
pointed to civil places about him men in the military service, in 
violation of an express statute which he was sworn to execute. 
In disregard of law and of his oath of office, he quartered 
Federal soldiers on the Cherokee neutral lands in Kansas, to 
protect a railroad corporation in driving from their homes hun- 
dreds of settlers who claimed the land occupied by them in good 
faith under the preemption law. Through a subordinate officer in 
New Orleans he seized a Federal vessel, and attempted by force 
to overawe the people of Louisiana in the interest of his renom- 
ination. These are a few examples only, selected from many, 
showing how the President carried the military and imperial 
spirit into his office, and set aside the laws which were as binding 
upon him as any other citizen, while the example of his disobedi- 
ence was preeminently mischievous. In these measures he had 
the sympathy and support of a Republican Congress, as he had in 
the act to suspend the writ of habeas corpus and the legislation 
known as the Enforcement Acts, which embody provisions at war 
with every principle of municipal government, and can only be 
defended on the tyrant's plea that the central power can adminis- 
ter the affairs of a locality better than the people can do it them- 
selves. 

But the Republican management of our civil service invites 
the special attention of the reader. In the canvass of 1872, the 
supporters of General Grant insisted that he was the sincere 
friend, if not the champion, of civil-service reform. With airs 
of triumph they pointed to the fact that he had already ap- 
pointed an able Civil-Service Commission, with George William 
Curtis at its head, for the purpose of dealing with this vital 
question. This commission had made its report, showing that 
about $100,000,000 of the public revenues are annually lost 
in the collection through the incompetence or corruption of 
Government officials. The strong language of the President was 
quoted, in which he told the country that " honesty and efficiency, 
not political activity, shall be the tenure of office." The Phila- 
delphia platform of the party was as pronounced as it could be in 
favor of lifting the whole machinery of the government out of 
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the ruts of party, and placing it in the hands of honest and com- 
petent men, irrespective of politics. And yet, in the face 
of all these brave manifestoes, the President was seeking 
his own reelection through his well-organized army of eighty 
thousand office-holders, not a man of whom was safe if known to 
be opposed to his reelection. The fact was perfectly notorious 
and undeniable that the tenure of office was not " honesty and 
efficiency " at all, but " political activity " for Grant. It is true 
that the Civil Service Commission had framed a set of rules for 
the protection of honest officials from political interference, but 
these rules were suspended by the President just as often as it 
suited the convenience of the party leaders who had him in their 
keeping, and who treated the whole subject with contempt. 

"When Senator Conkling, for example, wanted a faithful pub- 
lic servant turned out in New York, to make room for a political 
minion, the rules were suspended for the purpose. "When Gen- 
eral Butler wanted a political tool in the place of an honest incum- 
bent in Massachusetts, or Senator Morton wanted a similar favor 
in Indiana, the rules were suspended for their accommodation. 
When General Logan wanted a collector at Chicago turned adrift 
because he would not join Orville Grant in his whiskey frauds, 
and in order to make room for one of his political henchmen, the 
President was his humble servant. The postmaster in the city of 
Galveston, who, we believe, was a faithful officer, was dismissed 
to make room for a man who had been driven out of the House 
of Representatives for fraud. Tom Murphy, one of the partners 
in the Tammany ring of thieves, covered all over with his politi- 
cal vices as with a garment, and with neither capacity nor knowl- 
edge to fit him for the duties of any civil office, was appointed 
collector of the port of the city of New York, one of the most 
lucrative and politically potential positions under the Govern- 
ment, and Moses H. Grinnell, an honest and capable man, was sent 
into retirement as a further illustration of civil-service reform. 
And, when the popular pressure became so potent as to compel 
Murphy to resign, the President " vindicated " him in a letter, 
complimenting him on the ability and faithfulness with which 
he had discharged the duties of his high office ; while Leet and 
Stocking, who had notoriously been cheating public justice, were 
still plundering the merchants of New York, in spite of their pro- 
vol. cxxvi. — no. 261. 18 
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tests, and in defiance of public opinion. In 1872 the office of 
collector at New Orleans was held, as it has continued to be till 
quite recently, by Colonel Casey, the President's brother-in-law, 
who had brought out his " Gatling guns " to aid him in packing 
a political convention of his party, and who was convicted of 
bribery and corruption by a congressional committee of his own 
political friends, who subsequently reported the facts to the Pres- 
ident, and demanded his removal, which demand was never com- 
plied with. Civil-service reform found an apt illustration in the 
performances of Powel Clayton, of Arkansas. As we remember 
the facts, he packed the Legislature of that State by corrupt means 
with his tools, who in turn elected him to the United States Sen- 
ate ; but when the grand jury of that district indicted him for his 
political offenses, and thus invited his attention to the hospitalities 
of the penitentiary, the President, wishing to " vindicate " his 
friend, removed the marshal and district attorney through whose 
agency the indictments were supposed to have been secured, and 
filled their places with friends of Mr. Clayton, who non-prossed 
the indictments, by which the distinguished Senator was allowed 
to escape justice, and to devote his " political activity " to the re- 
election of his patron and chief. Secretary Robeson took $93,- 
000 from the Treasury, and paid it on a false claim to one Secor, 
without authority of law, and was excused on the score of his 
" good intentions ; " while Secretary Cox had been driven from 
the cabinet for refusing to prostitute his office to political pur- 
poses. Postmaster-General Cresswell did his best to take from 
the Treasury some $443,000, and pay it to Chorpenning on a fraud- 
ulent claim for carrying the mails in California, and the President 
approved his conduct, and his " political activity " on the stump 
for his reelection. 

In dealing with the question of civil-service reform, we must 
not fail to notice the President's espousal of the San Domin- 
go job. He personally assisted General Babcock, the nego- 
tiator and ringleader of the project, in lobbying for it in the 
Senate, although the country, with singular unanimity, condemned 
it, and compelled its abondonment. Charles Sumner, for per- 
forming his simple duty in opposing it, was driven from his 
chairmanship of the Committee on Foreign Relations ; and Simon 
Cameron, who was turned out of Mr. Lincoln's cabinet during 
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the war, on account of his corrupt complicity with army contracts, 
and disgraced by a vote of the House of Representatives, and 
who had had a national reputation as a political trader and char- 
latan for nearly a quarter of a century, was made his successor ; 
while the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, then the fore- 
most public character in the nation, was still further insulted by 
the offer of a place at the tail of the Committee on Education 
and Labor, with Mr. Flannegan, of Texas, at its head. 

These are illustrations of the working of our civil service 
under the first Administration of General Grant. They are the 
ripe fruit of theory that the Republican party could do no wrong, 
and that the Democratic party, at all events and at all hazards, 
must be kept out of power. Carl Schurz publicly stated, in 1872, 
that he had seen a foreign minister in Washington hunting the 
Government as a man hunts for a lost child, or a horse strayed or 
stolen. It was at Long Branch, looking after the business of 
horse-racing, or down in Carolina, stumping for Grant, or out 
West with Mr. Delano, in his fatherly concern for land-grants 
and Indian affairs. If we are not mistaken, all the cabinet min- 
isters, except Belknap, were then on the stump, electioneering 
for their chief, while the President himself, spurning the example 
of Washington, Jefferson, and Adams, had been heaping honors 
and emoluments upon his relatives, and accepting presents of fine 
houses and tempting largesses in money from men unknown to 
fame, who subsequently received executive appointments. And 
when Liberal Republicans turned away from the picture we have 
outlined, in sorrow and disgust, they were everywhere denounced 
by the champions of the President as " apostates " and " rebels." 
Horace Greeley was branded as a traitor, in league with Confed- 
erate traitors of the South, and plotting his way into the White 
House, for the ulterior purpose of undoing the work of the war, 
reestablishing slavery, and fastening upon the nation the rebel 
debt. Sumner, Trumbull, and their co-laborers, were pursued 
with the same hungry and unslumbering political venom and 
personal malice. In the many political conflicts of the past, 
whether in the early times of the abolitionists, or during the 
fierce passions excited by the civil war, we can recall nothing 
which exceeded the rancor and rage which inspired the Repub- 
lican leaders in 1872, in their treatment of the men who rebelled 
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against the party-lash, in order to save their own honor and self- 
respect. 

But the task upon which we have entered invites us to follow 
the fortunes of Bepublicanism through the second Administration 
of General Grant ; and, in entering upon this work, let us remem- 
ber Senator Morton's declaration that " ours is the best civil ser- 
vice on the planet ;" and his assertion in 1876 that, "all things 
considered, the present is the purest and best Administration this 
country has ever had." Let us glance at some of the actual facts 
which supply the commentary upon these remarkable statements. 
It cannot be denied that soon after the second inauguration of the 
President civil-service reform became a more glaring political 
mockery than ever before. The enforcement of the rules framed 
by the commission was only an occasional event, while their sus- 
pension was the order of the day. Governor Holden, of North 
Carolina, who was impeached, convicted, and rendered incapable 
of holding any office, was made postmaster at the capital of that 
State. Sharpe, a brother-in-law of the President, was appointed 
Surveyor of the Port of New York, just as if no civil-service 
rules had ever been heard of. Cramer, another brother-in-law, 
who had disgraced our diplomatic service during the preceding 
Administration, was appointed by the President and confirmed by 
the Senate as Naval Officer at New Orleans. Casey, the brother- 
in-law before mentioned, who had taken on board a Government 
vessel the Grant members of the Louisiana Legislature to protect 
them from arrest, and prevent a majority of the members from 
proceeding to business because the political interests of the Presi- 
dent demanded this lawlessness, and who stood before the coun- 
try thatched with political corruption, was reappointed and con- 
firmed as Collector of the Port of New Orleans. Even George 
"William Curtis, so long hoping against hope, and so faithfully 
clinging to the President through thick and thin, was at last 
obliged to resign his position in disgust, and to declare that the 
appointments of the President showed " an utter abandonment of 
both the letter and spirit of the civil-service regulations." About 
the same time Peter Cooper wrote a most earnest and friend- 
ly letter to the President, begging him to rescue the city and 
State of New York from the Custom-House rogues who had so 
long disgraced our civil service and defied the people ; but the 
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President seemed entirely unconscious that anything was going 
amiss. "When Congress abolished the government of the District 
of Columbia in order to get rid of Boss Shepherd, who stood re- 
vealed as a disgraced public swindler, the President immediately 
appointed him one of the commissioners of the new district gov- 
ernment. When the safe-burglary criminals were on trial, the 
machinery of the District Attorney's office was employed to cheat 
public justice ; and the President, pending the trial, made a most 
remarkable demonstration upon the jury by inviting one of the 
defendants to join a company of distinguished guests in a feast 
at the White House. What was called " Grantism " found a 
still fitter illustration in the case of Orville Grant. He asked the 
President, who is his brother, to let him know when anything 
under his control should transpire by which he (Orville) could 
make some money. The President thought it right to gratify 
him, and in due time proceeded to designate certain post-trader- 
ships which he might control, not, as it would seem, because the 
incumbents of the places were incompetent or unworthy, but 
that Orville should have a share of the profits by imposing exac- 
tions to that effect, or through the removal of the incumbents if 
they should object to the division. The department of justice 
was disgraced by continuing in office Attorney-General Williams 
a year and a half after it had been proved that he had appropri- 
ated the public revenue to the private use of himself and his 
family ; and this same Attorney-General was afterward appointed 
Chief-Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. The 
real working of " the best civil service on the planet," and 
"the purest and best Administration this country has ever had," is 
made strikingly manifest in the conviction of the Secretary of 
War, on his own confession, of making merchandise of the 
post-traderships under his control, while the President, who 
had knowledge of his criminal acts four years before, accepted 
his resignation " with regret," and with such surprising prompt- 
ness as to prevent his legal conviction of high crimes and misde- 
meanors by the Senate. 

The President stood by Secretary Delano in his disgraceful 
performances involving the management of Indian affairs till 
forced by public opinion to give him up, and then " vindicated " 
him by his customary farewell letter of approval. By one of 



278 THE DEATH-STRUGGLE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

those accidents that now and then checkered his Administration, 
he appointed Bristow as his Secretary of the Treasury ; and after 
the work of hunting down and bringing to justice the whiskey 
thieves had been resolved upon by the new Secretary, and while 
the brave words " Let no guilty man escape " were winning the 
plaudits of the people, and finding their way into the party plat- 
forms as the watchwords of reform, the President himself was 
drawing from the Secretary and his subordinates whatever infor- 
mation his high and trusted position could command relative to 
the prosecution of his friend Babcock, and placing it in the hands 
of his attorneys, for no other apparent purpose than that of secur- 
ing his acquittal, and defeating the execution of the laws he was 
sworn to enforce. According to the sworn testimony of men of 
high character, he had no sooner discovered that Bristow was the 
enemy of thieves than he resolved upon his removal ; and, although 
his purpose was temporarily delayed, it was not defeated. He 
seems to have demanded the head of Bluf ord Wilson for kin- 
dred reasons. Pratt was decapitated because he spoke a friendly 
word in behalf of Yaryan, who was also sacrificed. Dyer was 
another victim, and for no reason known to the public, which 
naturally inferred that his sole offense was his refusal to prosti- 
tute his office to the use of the guilty. Henderson was stricken 
down for no other discoverable reason than that the courageous 
performance of his official duty threatened to involve the White 
House, or such idolized friends of the President as General Bab- 
cock. If Jewell was not dismissed from the cabinet because he 
was the friend of Bristow and his co-worker in reform, then the 
cause of his dismissal was inscrutable. The appointment of 
Tyner as Jewell's successor naturally enters into the warp and 
woof of the same civil-service fabric, he being the facile instru- 
ment of Senator Morton, the leader of the Indiana delegation in 
the Cincinnati Convention in opposition to Bristow, and claiming 
also the glory of having secured the nomination of Governor 
Hayes. When the nation was groaning under an enormous bur- 
den of debt and taxation, and the representatives of the people 
voted themselves salaries they had never earned, and doubled the 
pay of the President, he personally lobbied for the measure in 
both Houses of Congress, and promptly legalized the theft by 
his signature. He clung to his minister to England till public 
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opinion on both sides of the Atlantic compelled his withdrawal on 
account of his disgraceful connection with the Emma Mine fraud. 
He withdrew the custody of Government bonds from the house 
of Baring Brothers & Co., who had held it for generations, and 
intrusted them to Clews, Habich & Co., who afterward became 
bankrupt, as a reward for their partisan services, and in spite of 
warnings that this house was untrustworthy. He defended the 
moiety system by which the revenues of the country were farmed 
out to political scullions for the purpose of securing the fortunes 
of some of his favorites ; while General Babcock, who had been 
justly branded by the press as a " sneak-thief," in the methods 
employed by him in securing his acquittal of a high crime, was 
allowed to hold on to his position as Chief of Engineers and 
Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds. 

The management of public affairs in the South was equally 
shameful and revolting. What that section of our country needed 
above all things was deliverance from the horde of thieves and 
demagogues who had been fastened, like leeches, upon the wel- 
fare of the people, and backed in their misdeeds by the whole 
power of the Administration. In the State of Alabama the Fed- 
eral patronage and the use of the United States Army were 
turned over to George E. Spencer, a thoroughly corrupt and un- 
principled political adventurer, to enable him to retain his seat in 
the United States Senate. Thus equipped for his work, he and 
his friends bought legislators with Federal appointments, sent mar- 
shals and revenue officers, accompanied by regular troops, to run 
off voters from the counties where the opposition to him was the 
strongest, and used the machinery of the custom-house and reve- 
nue officers in breaking up the General Assembly and organizing 
two rival bodies, while the money to pay for these extraordinary 
performances was obtained by embezzlement from the post-office 
at Mobile. In Mississippi, a ring composed of carpet-bag advent- 
urers and ignorant black men of the most corrupt character, con- 
trolled the executive offices and courts, and grew rich by forgery 
and fraud, while they were sustained by the Bepublican Adminis- 
tration at Washington. A state of things equally monstrous and 
shocking existed in South Carolina and Louisiana ; and according 
to very high Bepublican authority the incurable anarchy which 
prevailed in the latter State, after a ten years' trial of Republican? 
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reconstruction, foreshadowed the necessity of remanding it to a 
territorial government. 

But it cannot be necessary to extend our arraignment of 
Grantism any further. "We desire to say, however, that by the 
term Grantism we mean Eepublicanism under Grant, and in full 
cooperation with him. The party unanimously indorsed him in 
1872, when all intelligent men knew him and his evil tendencies 
almost as well as at the close of his second term. In all the State 
Conventions of the party, North and South, East and West, 
through eight years of misrule and profligacy, his Administration 
was unceasingly indorsed and lauded. The Cincinnati Convention 
declared that " he deserves the continued and hearty gratitude of 
the American people for his patriotism and his immense services 
in war and in peace." Governor Hayes, a month later, said, " The 
resolutions are in accord with my views." The fact is undeniable 
that the President and his party were inseparable. Their union 
was unmistakably Siamese. The party clung to him as a dying 
man clings to life. The Cincinnati indorsement of Grant was 
after the exposure of the whiskey rings and the acceptance of Bel- 
knap's resignation. It was after the trial of Babcock, and the 
shameful interference in his behalf. It was after the disgraceful 
conduct of Bobeson and Delano, and the disagreement of the 
President and Bristow. The party found nothing to condemn in 
the later misdeeds of the Administration, and remembered noth- 
ing amiss in its earlier record. It found no fault with the ostra- 
cism of Sumner, and the appointment of Cramer, and Casey, and 
Packard. It patiently and meekly submitted to the overthrow of 
the government of Louisiana through a drunken and corrupt Fed- 
eral judge, and the dispersion of the Legislature of the State by 
the bayonet. It could cheerfully endure the Executive espousal 
of Kellogg and Spencer, and the appointment of Billings in the 
place of Durell. It was not offended by the operations of Jayne 
and Sanborn, or Orville Grant's traffic in appointments. It ap- 
proved the action of the President in greedily taking the addition 
of one hundred per cent, to his salary, and his lobbying for the 
bill allowing him to do so, while making his Administration an 
asylum for his numerous and unsavory kindred. All this was 
meekly shouldered by the party at Cincinnati, which crouched 
like a spaniel at the feet of the master it had obsequiously served 
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through so many years. The melancholy truth was admirably 
stated by the New York Tribune, when it declared that " Presi- 
dent Grant has dropped us by easy stages to these depths of shame. 
He has parenthesized in history eight years, which will be marked 
hereafter as the era of personal government and the period of 
greed ; eight years of such official corruption and dishonesty, such 
selfishness and shamelessness, such low aims and base purposes, 
such grasping avarice and eager overreaching, such speculation in 
official information, such bribery and such barter and sale of 
office, and such degradation of all things which the nation has 
held to be high and holy, and worthy an honest pride, that to-day 
the country hangs its head and holds its nose, and waits for this 
Administration to pass." 

This was the attitude of the Republican party at the opening 
of the national canvass of 1876. The strong will and marvelous 
energy it displayed during the war had been completely turned 
into the channels of plunder and pelf, with results which could 
not fail to awaken general alarm. Assuming its own existence 
to be absolutely necessary to save the country from rebel ascen- 
dency, and intrenching itself behind its early achievements and 
previous good character, it had pursued its malign purposes with 
" an appetite as keen as death, and a step as steady as time." 
The cry of reform, which had tried to voice itself in the plat- 
forms of 1868 and 1872, had been utterly defied.' The honest 
men in the party, who had followed the old flag through all these 
dreary years, and still hoped to redeem it from dishonor, had 
been mocked and insulted by the leaders who were still in the 
unquestioned ascendant, and emboldened in their course by the 
unchecked and steadily-accumulating momentum of their evil 
deeds. Senator Morton, one of its three prominent candidates 
for the presidency, and its master-spirit and evil genius, denied 
that any reform was necessary, and declared that the men who 
asked for it were worse criminals than the thieves they sought to 
expose and punish. Senator Oonkling was still the thick-and- 
thin defender and unflinching champion of Grantism, in all its 
revolting manifestations, and, with a zeal and devotion which 
were rarely intermitted, had dedicated his great talents to the 
outlawry of conscience from public life. Mr. Blaine, notwith- 
standing his remarkable record as an apostle of political purifica- 
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tion and reform, was the undoubted choice of his party for the 
presidency, and only lost the nomination through a blunder of 
his friends. Simon Cameron was still in the pride of his power 
as a party magnate ; while his son, who led the way in the nomi- 
nation of Governor Hayes, had been made Secretary of War, 
and would of course avail himself of all his resources as a Penn- 
sylvania politician in perpetuating the existing political dispen- 
sation. Secretary Chandler, the unscrupulous and outspoken 
enemy of reform, was chairman of the Republican National 
Committee, and ready, of course, to prostitute all the powers of 
his position to the service of his party during the canvass. The 
nomination of Governor Hayes had no moral significance what- 
ever, and perfectly accorded with the ugly facts we have stated. 
It was simply a peace-offering to the irreconcilable rivalries of 
the regular candidates. He belonged, as the New Ybrk Evening 
Post said, to the " illustrious obscure," and the belief was that 
"his neutrality of tint would harmonize the most pronounced 
colors." The utmost that could be said of him was that he was 
negatively honest, for the mention of his name could never have 
suggested to any man the idea of reform, since he had meekly 
submitted to the discipline of his party and its shameful mal- 
administration in the past without a whisper of disapprobation. 
To talk about " reform within the party," in the light of these 
facts, was superlatively preposterous. The reformation of abuses 
could only be accomplished by throwing overboard the corrupt 
leaders who had brought the party into disgrace ; for no political 
party was ever reformed by itself, acting through its regular 
machinery. A party, for all practical purposes, consists of its 
leaders, and it therefore has no power to regenerate itself. That 
the Republican masses, after their long and patient service under 
the party yoke, would have the courage and virtue to take their 
leaders by the throats, was not to be expected, and was, in fact, 
morally impossible ; and to suppose that these leaders would 
themselves voluntarily enter upon the work of reform, and could 
be trusted to carry it out, was to suppose that devils are inclined 
to cast out devils, and can safely be intrusted with the business. 
If the men composing the party had become so disgusted with 
their leaders as to disown them, and install honest and incorrup- 
tible men in their stead, and if they had been able so far to dis- 
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possess their minds of long-cherished sectional animosities as to 
fix their attention upon the reformation of great and crying 
abuses in the civil service, reform would have been possible, but 
not " within the party." It would have come through the crea- 
tion of a new party ; and it would have been quite as absurd to 
confound it with that which inflicted its misdeeds upon the coun- 
try under the Administrations of General Grant as to have treated 
the Republican party of 1856 as identical with the old "Whig 
party which had gone down to its dishonored grave. 

It was not strange, therefore, that the old leaders assumed the 
entire direction and management of the canvass for Governor 
Hayes. They were entitled to it by the logic of politics. Instead 
of advocating the reforms specified in the Cincinnati platform 
and his letter of acceptance, they studiously avoided all reference 
to them. The question of our civil service was not discussed, 
and, if mentioned at all, it was in the way of laudation. The 
whole management of the canvass assumed that the Administra- 
tion of Governor Hayes, should he be elected, would be a con- 
tinuation of that of General Grant. The canvass, in fact, was 
merely a renewal of the struggle between the policy of hate and 
the policy of reconciliation which had so long divided the people, 
and under cover of which political demoralization was rapidly 
reaching its climax. It was a new and enlarged edition of the 
conflicts of 1868 and 1872, in which the Republican leaders in 
every section of the Union labored incessantly to unite the party 
and energize its action by keeping at a white heat the animosities 
engendered by the war. Governor Hayes serenely looked on, 
and, if he did not expressly sanction this mode of conducting the 
canvass, he certainly could not have been ignorant of the issue on 
which the battle was being waged, and the methods employed to 
secure the victory. If it had been known that after reaching the 
presidency he would openly espouse the Democratic policy respect- 
ing the affairs of the South, and set his face against the corrupt 
use of the public patronage which had prevailed under his prede- 
cessor, we are confident he would not have received a single vote 
at Cincinnati, nor have been thought of as even a possible candi- 
date. His election was the triumph of the " machine politicians," 
because they had a perfect right to claim it as legitimately re- 
dounding to their glory and advantage ; and it should surprise no 
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one that they are now banded against him as his enemies, and 
determined to punish him for recreancy to party obligations by 
which he had fairly bound himself in the acceptance of his nomi- 
nation and the attitude he maintained during the canvass. 

But let us follow the fortunes of the party a little further, 
and note the efforts it put forth to prolong its unhallowed rule. 
Its career thus far had made it perfectly certain that it would not 
willingly resign its hold on power, and would scruple at no means 
of prolonging its life ; but the memories of the war could not last 
forever. In peace or in strife the people of the lately-warring 
sections of the Union were destined to live together, and it was 
the clear interest of both that the past should be forgotten in the 
rivalries of a common brotherhood for the common weal. The 
grand achievements of the party during the war could not always 
form the basis and mainspring of its life, and hide from the 
people the frightful abuses which at last threatened the existence 
of our institutions. The death-struggle of the party was alarm- 
ingly foreshadowed by events ; but its trained captains, girding 
themselves for the work, and relying upon the same party devil- 
worship which had served them so long, prepared for the final 
conflict. That they still acted upon the darling theory that the 
overthrow of the party would involve the certain ruin of the 
country, and that its continued ascendency was therefore to be 
maintained at all hazards, was abundantly demonstrated by unmis- 
takable facts, to which we must now invite the attention of the 
reader. 

On the morning of the day following the presidential elec- 
tion the opinion generally prevailed that Tilden and Hendricks 
had been chosen. The leading organs of Republicanism conceded 
the fact, and several of them indulged in melancholy moralizings 
over the event. Democrats, of course, rejoiced, but their joy 
was short-lived. A telegram from "William E. Chandler was 
soon flashed over the wires, claiming the election of Hayes and 
Wheeler, by one majority of the electoral college, and by the 
votes of the very States which were finally counted in their favor, 
through the electoral commission. This claim was at once asserted 
by the Republican press and politicians throughout the country, 
and was never abandoned. Mr. Chandler was a very active and 
prominent Republican politician, a member of the National Ex- 
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eeutive Committee, and perfectly notorious as a most unscrupu- 
lous partisan. He is the same gentleman whose services in Florida 
afterward proved so valuable to his party, in securing the count 
of that State for the Republican candidates, in defiance of both 
fact and law, and who has since publicly defended the action of 
the Louisiana Returning Board, in throwing out Governor Til- 
den's majority of more than seven thousand votes, on the ground 
that "the national exigency demanded it." 

The supporters of Tilden and Hendricks were surprised and 
alarmed by Mr. Chandler's telegram ; and Mr. Hewitt, chairman 
of the National Democratic Committee, soon afterward invited 
several representative public men, of both political parties, to re- 
pair to New Orleans for the purpose of securing a fair count of 
the vote of Louisiana. The President, professing to have the 
cause of honesty and fair dealing at heart, extended a similar in- 
vitation to a number of prominent politicians, but all, be it noted, 
members of the Republican party, and the chief of them very de- 
cided partisans. He also ordered to Louisiana an imposing mili- 
tary force to preserve peace and good order, and see that the 
returning board was unmolested in the performance of its duty ; 
but, as he had- destroyed civil government in the State, by the 
bayonet, at the bidding of his party in 1872, it was not easy to 
see the necessity for this military order, unless some new outrage 
was contemplated. It should also be remembered that, according 
to his own declared opinion, the State was in such a condition of 
lawlessness that its vote should not be counted, which was an ad- 
mission that Tilden and Hendricks had been elected. On their 
arrival in New Orleans, the men who had responded to Mr. Hew- 
itt's request proposed to Senator Sherman, and the Republicans 
associated with him, a joint conference and friendly cooperation, 
with the view to a just and satisfactory settlement of the threat- 
ening political controversy. But this proposition was summarily 
rejected, on the pretext that these representative Republicans had 
no legal authority to interfere with the vote of the State, or the action 
of its officers in canvassing it ; and when they were reminded that 
no such authority had been thought of, and that the proposed con- 
ference contemplated only such moral influence as it might be able 
to exert, these Republicans disavowed any authority or wish to in- 
terfere with the action of the returning board even to that extent, 



286 THE DEATH-STRUGGLE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

and thereby left the public completely in the fog as to the mean- 
ing of their mission. It is very difficult to reconcile this conduct 
with the claims of honesty and patriotism, since a single earnest 
word on their part in the interest of peace and fair play would 
almost certainly have been heeded, while their refusal to act 
necessarily roused the suspicion that they sympathized with the 
determination of the returning board to count the State for 
Hayes and Wheeler at all events, and were present for the pur- 
pose of abetting that object. 

The character of the returning board gives a still keener 
edge to these facts. It was the creature and instrument of a 
State government founded in flagrant usurpation and fraud. 
Although the law creating it required that its members should 
belong to different political parties, they were all Republicans, 
and two of them officers in the custom-house at New Orleans. 
The entire clerical force of the board was also composed of Re- 
publicans, who would, of course, be the ready instruments of 
their employers. Its members were the same men who sat upon 
it in 1874, and after the election, in that year, took the majority 
of votes from one side and gave it to the other by " unjust, arbi- 
trary, and illegal acts," as admitted by a Republican congressional 
committee. The president of the board had branded himself as 
a perjurer in the testimony he had given respecting the State 
election of that year, and had disgraced himself by his political 
rascality and disregard of law while holding his gubernatorial office 
in 1867. The board had been characterized by Hon. William 
A. Wheeler as " a disgrace to civilization," and was covered with 
universal suspicion. And yet, John Sherman, Stanley Matthews, 
James A. Garfield, and their Republican associates, in rejecting 
the proposition for a joint political conference, declared that they 
had no reason to doubt that a perfectly honest and just declara- 
tion of the results of the election in Louisiana would be made by 
its members, while Mr. Sherman pronounced Mr. Wells "the 
peer of any man in the Senate ! " 

The belief that these Republican leaders had united with the 
returning board in its conspiracy to cheat the people of the 
United States received further confirmation in its action while 
canvassing the votes. The board persistently trampled upon the 
law under which it acted, by refusing to fill the vacancy in its 
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membership and supply the political element which was wanting. 
It wrapped itself in the mantle of darkness while pretending to 
discharge its duties, by excluding from its sessions the public, the 
general press reporters, the supervisors and registrars of elections, 
and the candidates for office and their attorneys. In a number of 
instances the sealed returns from distant parishes were clandes- 
tinely opened, and the papers tampered with, after they had been 
received by the board, as was shown by inspection on the canvass 
of the return. It was simply impossible to attend its daily ses- 
sions and scrutinize its action without realizing that forgery, per- 
jury, and fraud, were liberally woven into their work. It flagrantly 
violated the law from which it derived its authority by throwing 
out the ballots of seven or eight thousand legally-qualified Demo- 
cratic voters, in order to secure a Republican victory. There was 
no charge of repeating, ballot-stuffing, or fraudulent returns, and 
their action was founded solely on the complaint of intimidation ; 
and with that they had nothing whatever to do, unless the com- 
missioner of election or supervisors of registration had laid the 
foundation for it by their affidavits, setting forth the facts of any 
riot, tumult, acts of violence, intimidation, armed disturbance, or 
corrupt influences, which prevented or tended to prevent a fair, 
free, and peaceable election, and showing the number of qualified 
electors deterred by such proceedings from voting or registering. 
These statements must be made out within twenty-four hours 
after the receipt of all the returns for the different polling-places, 
and must be forwarded in duplicate to the supervisor of registra- 
tion of the parish. If this foundation was not laid, the board had 
no jurisdiction whatever, except to count the votes returned; and, 
as the fact is undenied and undeniable that no such foundation 
was laid, the action of the board in counting the vote of the State 
for Hayes and Wheeler was an utter defiance of its laws, a fla- 
grant outrage, and a hideous mockery of representative govern- 
ment. 

But the line of argument we are pursuing does not end here. 
Tilden and Hendricks were counted out in Louisiana, but the 
nation was not yet cheated. The House of Representatives was 
in the hands of the Democrats, and, if the concurring action of 
both Houses of Congress was required in counting the electoral 
vote, the triumph of Hayes and Wheeler was not yet assured. 
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The grand conspiracy might fail after all ; for the right of the 
Vice-President to count the vote and declare the result had been 
denied by nearly all the leading men of the country, of whatever 
party. Indeed, according to an unbroken chain of precedents 
beginning with the election of Washington, and reaching down 
to the year 1876, the counting of the electoral vote is rightfully 
done by Congress, or under its authority and direction ; while 
the right of the Vice-President to count or canvass it has never 
been claimed by any presiding officer of the Senate, at any time 
or under any circumstances. The twenty-second joint rule, 
adopted in 1865 by a Republican Congress, was an express recog- 
nition of the right of the two Houses of Congress to determine 
the question. To this rule and the principle it recognized nearly 
all the leading Republicans in the Senate stood committed, and 
their decided opinions on the subject had been recorded in its 
debates within the preceding ten or twelve months. "What was 
to be done ? How could the Democrats be kept out of power, 
and the reign of Repubhcanism be prolonged, if these precedents 
were to be considered as binding ? The difficulty was not insur- 
mountable. " Where there is a will there is a way," and the case 
was a plain one in the eyes of the leaders, who regarded a new 
lease of Republican power as a foreordained necessity, and had 
never faltered in their pursuit of it since they had been sum- 
moned to their task by the telegram of "William E. Chandler. 
The Republican party was stretched on its bed of death, and 
gasping out its prayer for deliverance from the judgment to 
come ; and if any nostrums would save it they must be adminis- 
tered. The inauguration of Hayes and "Wheeler was a foregone 
conclusion, and, as this could only be done through the canvass 
and count of the electoral vote by the Vice-President, precedents 
must be disregarded, and that officer must face the duty. Ac- 
cordingly, Senator Morton, always ready to sacrifice either prin- 
ciple or consistency in the service of his party, announced that 
the President of the Senate would count the electoral vote and 
declare the result, and that, if necessary, it would be enforced by 
the army and navy. A decided majority of his party friends 
were ready to join him in this somersault, and the Vice-President 
avowed his readiness to play his part ; while the President, who, 
as we have said, bebeved the vote of Louisiana should not be 
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counted, proceeded to mass his troops in the capital. Whether 
this revolutionary conspiracy would have been attempted, if the 
Democrats had been ready to stand by their constitutional rights, 
can never be certainly known ; but the spirit and aim of the Re- 
publican leaders were perfectly developed, and worked out the 
desired result. 

A single further illustration of the dominating idea and ruling 
passion of the Republican party remains to be noticed. The electo- 
ral commission, which was agreed to under the apprehension of 
civil war, contained a Republican majority of eight to seven. That 
that majority, itself the product of the party and representative 
of its ideas and policy, would suddenly call a halt in the march 
of events through which forty millions of people were to be de- 
prived of the right to choose their chief functionaries was not 
to be believed for a moment by any man who would soberly pon- 
der the question. That the Democratic leaders and masses were 
so ready to confide in the honor and patriotism of a commission 
so constituted seemed to us then, as it does to-day, a matter of 
profound amazement. The crime of the commission, it is true, 
was perfectly matchless and continental in its proportions, and it 
was followed by the trover and conversion of the very principles 
on which the battle for Tilden and Hendricks had been fought. 
But it was not an eccentric fact, suddenly making its apparition 
in our politics, in defiance of the law of cause and effect. It was 
the child of the foul ancestry which could not fail to give it 
birth. It was simply the leaf and flower of long years of politi- 
cal corruption and prosperous guilt. It was the achievement of 
trained mercenaries, who had so mastered the whole gamut of 
knavery and fraud that their marvelous skill naturally culminated 
in the theft of the presidency. This is the naked truth in its 
last analysis. The Republican judges and politicians on the com- 
mission simply acted after their kind. They were, themselves, 
parts of a long-used political machinery which had allowed no 
obstacles to stand in its path. "We believe they felt their own 
helplessness as keenly as they deplored the ugly work it imposed. 
They must have been aware of the dishonesty and corruption of 
the Returning Board of Louisiana. They knew, of course, that 
Tilden and Hendricks had carried the State by not far from eight 
thousand majority. They knew that there was no pretext what- 
vol. cxxvi. — no. 261. 19 
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ever on which that majority could be destroyed, except that of 
intimidation, and that the board totally disregarded those pro- 
visions of the State law, a compliance with which alone could 
give it any jurisdiction whatever over the question, or any au- 
thority except to count the votes cast. They knew that their re- 
fusal to look into the merits of the controversy was based upon 
technical grounds alone, and that, without going behind the re- 
turns at all, but only to the returns, it was perfectly competent 
for them to execute the known will of the nation. But they were 
Republicans, and had long breathed the unwholesome atmosphere 
of their party. They were thoroughly imbued with its spirit and 
traditions. They were working for their employers, and could 
not be expected to rid themselves of the feeling of party obliga- 
tion, when the party itself was on trial for its life. Like other 
Republicans, they regarded the triumph of the Democrats as a 
national calamity, and esteemed the continuance of Republican 
rule as an impelling desideratum, and they sought their justifica- 
tion in the same reasoning which the party leaders had so long 
employed to cover up their misdeeds and justify the continued 
existence of their organization. 

Such are the lengths to which the Republican party has been 
driven by its long-indulged greed of power and the spoils, and 
the devilish infatuation that its good behavior during the war 
could justify its career of lawlessness and crime. But its final 
card has been played. The cup of its transgressions is full, and 
its hoarded iniquities have at last brought it to judgment. The 
President of the United States is the incumbent of an office to 
which he was never elected, and was finally counted in upon the 
pledge of his most intimate and trusted friends that he would 
turn his back upon the very issue on which he had been supported 
in the canvass. While vainly striving to wipe out " the damned 
spot " in the record of his title, the villains of the Louisiana Re- 
turning Board, by whose crimes he mounted into power, are in 
the clutches of the law ; and the Republican statesmen who abet- 
ted the foul plot by their presence and moral support are evident- 
ly troubled by a " fearful looking for of judgment to come." He 
has mortally offended the great leaders who directed and inspired 
his canvass, whom he is now striving to hold at bay, and has 
shamefully mocked the demand of the better element of his 
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party for the reform of administrative abuses. In view of the 
well-drilled cohorts of corruption which, confront him, the thor- 
ough reform of our civil service would be an exceedingly difficult 
problem if he were a man of iron will, perfect courage, and ab- 
solute devotion to his task. Even then it might not be possible 
without a popular uprising akin to that which drove the Tammany 
thieves from their strongholds. It certainly cannot be hoped for 
through a weak, irresolute Executive, holding his office by fraud, 
anxious to conciliate the men who deserve no quarter, and afraid 
to look the situation bravely in the face. This has been demon- 
strated already by facts, which deserve a passing notice. Mr. 
Filley, a politician and intriguer of very bad repute, is reappoint- 
ed postmaster at St. Louis. Mr. Stoughton has been made min- 
ister to Eussia, as a reward, undoubtedly, for his services in carry- 
ing Louisiana for the President in defiance of " clerical errors." 

The two chief criminals of the Louisiana Returning Board 
have at all times had free access to the "White House as trusted 
friends, and are yet holding their important positions in the New 
Orleans Custom-House, while imprisoned as criminals, just as if 
Grant were still President. Babcock continues to bask in the 
sunshine of Executive approval. The removal of Mr. Arthur 
from the custom-house in New York, after great and inexcusable 
delay, was accompanied by the offer to him of the Paris consul- 
ate, being an evident manoeuvre of the President to keep on both 
sides of the civil-service question. Mr. Simmons still holds his 
position in Boston ; while Mr. Cornell is allowed to retain his sur- 
veyorship in New York, after his open defiance of the Presi- 
dent's order. The former tools of the Union Pacific Railroad 
have been reappointed Government directors of that company. 
The President treats the office of consul-general at Frankfort-on- 
the-Main as a personal perquisite, by bestowing it upon his pri- 
vate secretary. The offer of the English mission to the Pennsyl- 
vania delegation in Congress was a palpable disregard of civil- 
service reform, as the President himself has defined it, and so 
was the offer of the German mission to the delegation from Illi- 
nois, and the nomination of Mr. Sanf ord as minister to Belgium. 
He allows his First-Assistant Postmaster-General to send out 
blanks through the mails to members of Congress, to be filled by 
them with the names of such persons as they may see fit to 
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recommend for office. Many of Ms appointments, like those 
of his predecessor, are bestowed as rewards for political ser- 
vices, while the public is left to believe that he is still dispensing 
his patronage for the purpose of breaking up the Democratic 
• party. Some of the newspapers which have been foremost 
in his defense now declare that in the matter of reform he has 
been as unstable as water, and that, like the fabled frog in the 
well, he jumps three feet forward and falls back four. A 
man of his mingled obstinacy and irresolution, and so liberally 
dowered with feebleness, may aggravate existing political troubles, 
but cannot remove them. Should he surrender himself entirely 
to the old managers, he will be more irretrievably disgraced than 
he is already. Should he continue his game of fast and loose, he 
will fare no better. Should he now abandon his temporizing 
policy and inaugurate the fight against roguery which has been 
so criminally delayed, he will fail through the lack of that 
earnest, well-drilled, and united opinion in his own party which 
any President must have in a trying situation, and which results 
chiefly from the belief in his treachery on the Southern question. 
In any event the party itself is doomed. It lies wallowing in 
the mire of its apostacy, the helpless victim of its leaders and 
the spectacle of the nation. Its race is run, and our task fitly 
ends with its death-struggle. The men who have led it into dis- 
honor and shame will take their place along with the recreant 
leaders of the past, whose political graves are eloquent with 
warnings against their example ; while the honest but misguided 
men in its ranks, profiting by their mistakes, will find other tasks 
awaiting them in the political reconstruction which draws nigh. 

(xeobge W. Julian. 



